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	August 12, 2008
	


To: Council President Bragdon and Metro Councilors
      Chair Wheeler and Multnomah County Commissioners 
      Mayor Potter and Portland City Commissioners
In January 2007, the Forest Park Neighborhood Association (FPNA) wrote to the Metro Council to explain why the portions of our neighborhood outside the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) together with the “Coastal Corridor” at the north end of Forest Park should be designated as important natural resources that should not be urbanized (copy attached).  
Many things have happened since we wrote that letter, and we’d like to renew and clarify our request for a Rural Reserve in this area.  The Forest Park Conservancy, formerly Friends of Forest Park, is now joining FPNA’s request for a Rural Reserve to protect the area’s wildlife habitat, headwater streams, and viewshed.  Citizen Participation Organization (CPO) 7 in Washington County has also requested that this part of rural Multnomah County not be urbanized (see attached letter).
We closely followed the development of SB 1011 and the associated rules, and we are impressed with this thoughtful, long-term regional approach to land use planning.  We are pleased to see that Metro’s Natural Landscape Features Inventory includes the natural areas around Forest Park.
Later in the Reserves process we will submit detailed information in support of our request to the Core 4 and Reserves Steering Committee.  Today, we want to make our local aspirations clear to our elected representatives. 
Forest Park is a regional icon prized for its natural state and proximity to downtown Portland.  Its health is threatened by encroaching development and growing commuter traffic.  Protecting the resources around the Park will help preserve an important natural system with essential habitat connections to nearby natural areas that are also a prime recreation resource for our growing region.  

The rural area around Forest Park is a strong candidate for a Rural Reserve to protect important natural features, farm, and forest lands.  The area is not a good candidate for an Urban Reserve; moreover, urbanization would harm these valuable resources.  

Metro and other parties including the Forest Park Conservancy and the Three Rivers Land Conservancy have already made large investments in protecting the natural resources around Forest Park.  Metro’s 2006 Natural Areas bond measure identified multiple target areas for additional investment in the area.  A Rural Reserve would expand and reinforce these efforts.

To protect these valuable natural landscape features, we request:

A Rural Reserve to protect the significant regional resources around Forest Park, including:


· All areas east of Cornelius Pass Road that are outside the UGB today, including rural areas within the City of Portland’s jurisdiction
· The northeast and southwest sides of the Tualatin Mountains west of Cornelius Pass Road, including portions of northeast Washington County, to protect a corridor for wildlife movement between Forest Park and the Coast Range.


· The southwest flank of the Tualatin Mountains and foothills to protect the unbroken vista of green hills that connects the Coast Range to the urban area, which is highly visible from Highway 26 and the Tualatin Valley and provides a strong sense of place.    
No Urban Reserves north of Highway 26 that would directly increase traffic on rural roads through and around Forest Park.  These roads include Cornelius Pass Road, Germantown Road, and Cornell Road, all of which are already beyond capacity and cannot be expanded or improved without significant harm to wildlife and healthy streams. 
The City of Portland work with Multnomah County to ensure that areas within the City’s jurisdiction but outside the UGB are included in this Rural Reserve.  This would align with the city’s goals for protecting greenspaces expressed in their plans for Balch Creek, Forest Park, Skyline West, and the Northwest Hills.

Establishing this Rural Reserve would safeguard:

· Wildlife habitat used by a large herd of elk, bear, cougar, and a number of habitat-sensitive species
· Healthy headwater streams
· Valued recreational bicycling routes
· A strong visual sense of place for the Tualatin Valley
· Farmlands that buffer sensitive habitats from urban areas and that could provide community gardens and CSAs (Community Supported Agriculture) within walking distance of Washington County suburbs
These resources, all within a few miles of both downtown Portland and Washington County employment centers, make our region unique.

We appreciate your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jim Emerson                                                                    
Michelle Bussard

President, Forest Park Neighborhood Association    
Executive Director, Forest Park Conservancy
CC: Michael Jordan, Metro Chief Operating Officer 

       Gil Kelley, City of Portland Planning Director
       Karen Schilling, Multnomah County Planning Director 

Attachments:  FPNA Letter to Metro, January 5, 2007
                       CPO-7 letter to Metro, November 13, 2006
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