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	Forest Park Neighborhood Association

C/O Neighbors West Northwest

2257 NW Raleigh

Portland, Oregon 97210

January 5, 2007


President Bragon and Metro Council

600 NE Grand

Portland, OR 97232

Dear Council President Bragdon and Metro Councilors,

The Forest Park Neighborhood Association (FPNA) is writing to ask Metro to protect the important natural and cultural resources in our neighborhood through the New Look. 
The New Look asks what natural resources are essential to the health of the region and help define a sense of place for the region.  The rural areas adjacent to Forest Park hold many important regional resources, including critical wildlife habitat, many headwater streams, and an important viewshed for the Tualatin Basin.  To protect them, we’d like to see the portions of Forest Park Neighborhood that are outside the UGB included in the New Look map of significant natural and cultural resources and designated as a rural reserve.  We also encourage Metro to ensure it has the tools it needs to protect important natural resource areas.  
Our neighborhood stretches from NW Burnside Road to NW Cornelius Pass Road, across the southwestern boundary of Forest Park, and includes the park itself.  We uniquely positioned to speak for the regional significance of the resources in our area.  
Our neighborhood strongly favors protecting the regional resources in our area.  When we surveyed neighborhood property owners and residents earlier this year, a significant percentage responded and made it clear that they value wildlife/nature and healthy streams over development by a wide margin.  A summary of the survey results is attached, and a full report is available on request.
We have an amazing natural system that keeps Forest Park healthy and wild
The portions of Forest Park Neighborhood that are outside the UGB, together with the upper branch of Rock Creek in Washington County and the “Coastal Corridor” connection at the north end of the park, work with Forest Park and form a surprisingly functional natural system.  These areas also hold high quality habitat used by large animals like elk and predators like cougar, sensitive birds like Pileated Woodpecker, and significant stands of Oregon White Oak.  
Forest Park itself is long and narrow, hemmed in by hard urban edges on much of its perimeter.  The remaining soft edges in our neighborhood create a larger “virtual” park with a wedge shape that’s conducive to wildlife movement and genetic diversity.  The wedge shape also provides a strong connection to the “Coastal Corridor” on the north end of the park.  Without these buffer areas, Forest Park’s ecosystem would be more vulnerable to disturbance and under more pressure from human users.   

The only year-round streams in Forest Park are Miller and Balch Creeks, which are located at the far northern and southern ends of the park.  Wildlife in the middle of the park need corridors that lead across NW Skyline Boulevard to the perennial streams on the southwest side of the hills.  Today this critical section of Skyline, in Area 94, is less developed and allows easy wildlife movement.

The farmlands in our neighborhood buffer the highest quality wildlife habitats, adjacent to Forest Park, from the dense urban development in Bethany.  We’ve documented a surprising number of elk sightings on farms north of Bethany, not far from downtown Portland.  
As the number of people using Forest Park grows, the pressures on wildlife and park ecology will grow too, making this nearby wildlife habitat even more critical.  
The neighborhood includes other valuable regional resources
Our neighborhood includes numerous healthy headwater streams.  The extensive tree canopy combined with a limited number of roads and homes keeps these streams producing cool, clean water for Balch Creek and for the Tualatin Basin.    
The sweep of green on the southwest face of the Tualatin Mountains extends from the coast range to Forest Heights, forming a regional landmark that contrasts with the sea of housing pouring across the hills south of Beaverton.  Imparting a strong sense of place and higher quality of life, these green hills ensure that the Tualatin Valley still qualifies as the Silicon Forest and doesn’t look like “Any City USA.”  

Our neighborhood offers cultural resources beyond those of Forest Park. The rural roads in the neighborhood are popular with cyclists, especially Skyline Boulevard, NW Germantown, and NW Springville Roads.  
We already have a successful organic market garden on Springville Road.  Our neighborhood’s farms could also provide community gardens, community supported agriculture, and additional market gardens to serve the dense new communities in Bethany while providing a valuable buffer for the area’s important natural resources.  
Developing the area would be costly in many ways
Development on steep hills with a lot of upland habitat and headwater streams is expected to require expensive infrastructure and services to serve the few homes that fit within buildable areas.  Landslide hazards and earthquake faults, such as our neighborhood hold, add an additional level of risk.   Mass transit is hard to provide in such areas; expensive infrastructure and costly land also make it hard to build low-income housing.  
Reduced forest cover and added impervious surfaces would result in higher water temperatures in streams, more polluted run-off, higher flood danger, and reduced stream flows in summer.  These conditions are expensive to offset.  Sewer lines must be placed in streams or use energy-intensive pumping systems.  These are all fairly obvious impacts.
Urban development in our neighborhood would add unique costs.  Our area holds numerous small parcels, and our survey results show that a majority of property owners aren’t likely to sell to developers.  Development of small, disconnected parcels would further limit housing production and result in even more inefficient and expensive infrastructure.

Additional development in our area would also further fragment high quality wildlife habitat, leaving Forest Park and its wildlife more vulnerable.  Forest Park is an icon and plays a key role in the region’s economy and identity.  We should protect it, not put it at risk.
The Tualatin Basin struggles to comply with federal water quality measures and ESA protections for salmon.  Development in our area would make it harder for them to succeed.  

Long distances to jobs, services, and retail make driving inescapable for area residents.  The roads through and around Forest Park, such as Germantown, Skyline, and NW Cornell Road, are already overused.  Intersections for Cornell at NW 25th Ave and Germantown at NW Bridge Ave, on the edge of Forest Park, are overloaded.  North Bethany development will increase pressure on these roads since they provide a direct route to Portland.  Additional development in our area would add even more cars.  Expansion of these intersections would be difficult and expensive because of the topography.  The traffic on these roads already endangers drivers, cyclists, hikers, and wildlife and makes it harder for people to enjoy Forest Park.  

Area 93 has demonstrated the challenging governance issues that arise when jurisdiction and service boundaries clash with geography.  Developing small pieces of Multnomah County, isolated from the City of Portland, poses significant problems in planning, infrastructure, and service provision.  

Our neighborhood believes that these costs and the harm to our unique regional resources far outweigh the gain of a relatively small number of homes.
The New Look offers a long-term solution

The New Look Integrated Policy Framework proposes that Metro will work with local governments and the state to designate critical agricultural and natural areas which will not be urbanized.  The Forest Park Neighborhood supports the Integrated Policy Framework, and we urge Metro to ensure that significant natural and cultural resources have the same level of protection as key agricultural areas.
Metro might also consider using specific names for different types of Rural Reserves, such as Agricultural Reserve and Natural Area Reserve.  This type of name would more accurately convey the reason an area has been protected.  
Designating areas that won’t be urbanized leaves current land use designations in place without negative impact on property values or property rights.  This type of long-term protection enables effective planning and reduces speculation.  Property owners in a rural reserve would have no incentive to clear trees and eliminate upland habitat to avoid development restrictions.  Instead, property owners would have an increased incentive to protect and restore habitat, knowing that it would have a lasting benefit.  
Some key natural resource properties can be protected via outright purchase or conservation easements, but it’s clear that private property will play a key role in protecting natural resources and open space.  Our neighborhood has already started working with Metro, SOLV, and other organizations to educate property owners about habitat protection and restoration.
In summary, we ask Metro to designate the portions of our neighborhood that are outside the UGB plus the “Coastal Corridor” connection at the north end of Forest Park as significant natural resources that will not be urbanized.  We also ask that Metro ensure that these areas are protected in a meaningful way.  
A century ago, the Olmstead brothers laid out a vision for a regional parks system, including what is now Forest Park.  Critical areas around Forest Park could be part of this century’s legacy, helping to ensure Forest Park will survive into the next century with a working natural system. Metro’s New Look will define where the region should and should not grow.  It gives us the opportunity to update the Olmsteads’ vision and define natural resource areas to protect for future generations.     
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Leslie Hildula

President, Forest Park Neighborhood Association

cc: Metro COO Michael Jordan
      Multnomah County Chair and Commissioners
      City of Portland Mayor and Commissioners
Attachments:  Forest Park Neighborhood Survey Results Summary
                       Forest Park Neighborhood Map with Goal 5 Inventory

                       Forest Park Neighborhood Map with Goal 5 Inventory, marked to show Forest Park
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