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	Forest Park Neighborhood Association

C/O Neighbors West Northwest

2257 NW Raleigh St.

Portland, Oregon 97210

April 22, 2009


 

Multnomah County Reserves Citizens Advisory Committee

c/o Chuck Beasley, Senior Planner

Multnomah County Land Use Planning

1600 SE 190th Avenue

Portland, Oregon  97233

 
RE:  West Forest Park Concept Plan “vision”
 
 

Dear Citizens Advisory Committee Members,

 

The Forest Park Neighborhood Association (FPNA) board has heard and carefully considered the "West Forest Park Concept Planning Area" vision presented to us by Jim Irvine and Jim Thayer on April 21, 2009.  
 

Nine (of the 11) FPNA board members were present and took a preliminary vote after the presentation which unanimously reaffirmed our support for a Rural Reserve.   We find this “West Forest Park vision” to not be in the best interests of current or future neighborhood residents, adjacent neighborhoods, Forest Park, or the City of Portland.  And it is not aligned with the wishes and values of the majority of neighborhood residents, as expressed in our 2006 neighborhood survey (survey results are included with attachments).   The board will take a final official vote at our May meeting.
 

We believe the Portland metropolitan region should invest in improving its existing infrastructure to better serve current and future populations, providing them with good transit and other urban amenities within walking and biking distance of homes and jobs.  
 

Farm and forest land, and important natural resources such as those occurring in our neighborhood should be protected in Rural Reserves.
 

We fully support Metro's Natural Areas Bond "willing seller" acquisition programs and West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District (WMSWCD) and Clean Water Services (CWS) conservation programs. 
The FPNA board affirms our August 12, 2008 joint letter with Forest Park Conservancy which requested:
A Rural Reserve to protect the significant regional resources around Forest Park, including:


·      All areas east of Cornelius Pass Road that are outside the UGB today, including rural areas within the City of Portland’s jurisdiction.

·      The northeast and southwest sides of the Tualatin Mountains west of Cornelius Pass Road, including portions of northeast Washington County, to protect a corridor for wildlife movement between Forest Park and the Coast Range.


·      The southwest flank of the Tualatin Mountains and foothills to protect the unbroken vista of green hills that connects the Coast Range to the urban area, which is highly visible from Highway 26 and the Tualatin Valley and provides a strong sense of place.    

No Urban Reserves north of Highway 26 that would directly increase traffic on rural roads through and around Forest Park.  These roads include Cornelius Pass Road, Germantown Road, and Cornell Road, all of which are already beyond capacity and cannot be expanded or improved without significant harm to wildlife and healthy streams. 

The City of Portland work with Multnomah County to ensure that areas within the City’s jurisdiction but outside the UGB are included in this Rural Reserve.  This would align with the city’s goals for protecting greenspaces expressed in their plans for Balch Creek, Forest Park, Skyline West, and the Northwest Hills.

 

We appreciate your consideration.

Thank you, 

Jim Emerson

Forest Park Neighborhood Association President

   For the FPNA Board of Directors

 

cc:    Chuck Beasley, Senior Planner, Multnomah County Land Use Planning

         Jeff Cogen, Multnomah County Commissioner / Core 4

         Deborah Kafoury, Multnomah County Commissioner, District 1

         Kathryn Harrington, Metro Councilor / Core 4

         Rex Burkholder, Metro Councilor, District 5

         Reserves Steering Committee

Attachments: 
Joint FPNA and FPC Letter dated August 12, 2008
                         
FPNA Letter dated January 5, 2007

