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The Basics 

Spotlight: NWDA Bulky Waste Clean Up 

 Neighborhood activist, Matt Krueger, led a 

successful bulky waste clean up for years in 

Northwest District Association.  By 

partnering with an organization with 

a clear commitment to waste 

reduction, Legacy Good Samaritan 

Hospita l ,  the neighborhood 

increased the ability of neighbors to 

recycle hard to dispose of items.  

By using Legacy’s connections with 

local recyclers, the neighborhood 

inexpensively helped neighbors dispose of 

Styrofoam, electronics, wood, reusable items, 

metal, tires, paper, etc.  

 The clean up took place in a vacant parking lot, 

and at one point the line snaked down three 

blocks, after the event received publicity in the 

Oregonian and The Portland Tribune. 

Twelve volunteers contributed to the 

event, which served more than 120 

customers and generated nearly 

$3000 of profit for the neighborhood.    

  

While this clean up is a large 

example, small bulky waste clean ups 

are possible, such as those 

happening in Hillside Neighborhood. They 

accepted less variety of goods, but served the 

neighborhood and allowed them to clean out 

garages with ease. 
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NEIGHBORS WEST-NORTHWEST: A Coalition of Central Westside Neighborhoods 

Bulk Waste Clean Ups are an opportunity to 

provide neighbors with a way to dispose of 

unused items and can also increase the 

availability of convenient recycling locations for 

hand-to-recycle items.  Clean Ups can also be a 

fun activity to promote neighborliness, and 

introduce new comers to the neighborhood 

association.  

Site Selection 

Parking lots make ideal locations for bulk waste 

clean ups, consider businesses, schools, parks, and 

churches where lots might be empty on weekends.  

Important site considerations include 

maneuverability, two separate entries to serve as an 

entrance and exit, paved surfaces to place 

dumpsters, and visibility so your activity will be 

noticed.  Permits may be required for use of lots. 

 

Questions to Answer Before Starting 

 What will we collect? 

 Where will the event be located? 

 Will we ask for donations? 

 When will the event take place? 

 Why are we doing this? 

 What is our budget (ask NWNW how much 

funding is available per neighborhood)? 

Many of these questions are easy to answer, but 

some require more thought.  

Items to Collect 

Consider collecting items that are difficult to dispose 

of where you live.  These items can include large 

items like old furniture, reusable goods, hard to 

recycle items etc.  Neighborhood clean ups cannot 

accept hazardous waste or kitchen trash.  To 

generate ideas go to the Metro website 

www.oregonmetro.gov and choose “Garbage and 

Recycling.” 



 

 

My Notes: 

Additional Resources 

How to Budget for your Clean Up 

 Currently Neighbors West-Northwest has a 
contract with the City of Portland Bureau of 
Planning and Transportation and Metro to 
provide funds for clean ups.  In past years this 
has amounted to about $750 per 
neighborhood per year.   

 Vouchers are available to cover tipping fees of 
waste at Metro.   

 Dumpsters can be very expensive to rent. Call 
several companies to ensure you are getting a 
good deal.  Dumpsters are not franchised.  

 Solicit in-kind donations from local businesses 
to cut costs.   

 Separating recyclables and other items can 
also save money because these items can be 
disposed of cheaply.  

 Charge a small fee based on the size of the 
load. Most individuals will be happy to pay a 
nominal fee to conveniently clean out their 
garage. Sometimes disposal fees will offset 
the costs of the clean up and raise additional 
funds for other neighborhood activities. 

 Team up with other neighborhoods. 

 Sale of reusable items at the clean up (contact 
a resale organization to accept leftovers). 

Why have an event? 

Knowing why you are holding the event is 

helpful to creating effective advertisement and 

recruiting volunteers.  Goals can be as simple 

as to provide additional recycling resources, or 

to build neighborhood capacity.   
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My Notes 

When should I have my event? 

You should start planning your clean up at least 

6 weeks prior to the event date. When picking a 

date consider avoiding holidays and large 

events in the area. Also consider what is 

happening in your personal life that could affect 

your time availability. You don’t want to hurry to 

plan the event in time and run out of time for 

advertising! 

Other Neighborhood Notebooks 

 Event Materials 

 Publicizing Events 

 Recruiting Volunteers 

 


