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7 Forming a Sustainability Committee
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1. Find a committed group

Whether the group consists of two members or
twelve, it is important to find people to collaborate
with from the beginning. Reach out to people both
within and outside of your neighborhood
association, seeking people interested in making a
time commitment to help the neighborhood work
towards sustainability.

2. Neighborhood Assessment

To improve the sustainability of your
neighborhood, you must understand your starting
point. Assessing the priorities of the general
population can help you evaluate opportunities for
action. These can be casual conversations or
door-to-door surveying. It's important to
understand what your neighborhood is already
good at, what needs improvement, and what types
of projects might get the most support.

3. Create a Vision

Once you have gained support for the committee
and have evaluated your neighborhood needs,
you can use the information to solidify the
objectives of your group. Your vision should
reflect both the concerns of the neighborhood
and the capabilities of the committee. This vision
should provide a framework for what committee
projects will work towards.

4. Get Started!

There is certainly no right or wrong way to
manage a sustainability committee. Every single
committee will have different goals, visions, and
actions. As the committee begins moving
forward, more people will gravitate towards the
projects. The remainder of this guide is designed
to assist and inspire you in creating a committee
that reflects your own neighborhood.

Spotlight: PSU Ecodistrict

So what do sustainable neighborhoods really look like? The City
of Portland and the Portland Institute of Sustainability have

teamed up to demonstrate the full

reach of sustainable

neighborhood development, starting with an ecodistrict right in the .
heart of downtown Portland. An ecodistrict is a district or

neighborhood that is resource efficient; captures, manages and
re-uses most of its own energy, water, and waste; provides a
range of transportation options; provides a diversity of habitat and
open space; and enhances community engagement and well

being.
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The downtown Portland Sustainability Committee will be collaborating with PSU through the research
and implementation process. This will ensure that the plan is developed in a way that includes citizens
and enables them to engage actively with sustainability initiatives. The Ecodistrict framework strives to
engage in projects on a neighborhood level, and involving the committee will allow each stakeholder to

accomplish its goals.
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Additional Resources

Neighborhood Sustainability:

From SE Uplift, this sheet outlines some basics in
creating a sustainability committee.

http://www.southeastuplift.org/files/sustainability
%20.pdf

Ecodistrict Framework:

An overview of the ecodistrict plan as it currently
stands, including an in depth look at what the
district will accomplish.

http://www.pdxinstitute.org/images/stories/ecodist
rictsframework march2010.pdf

Portland Residents Survey:

Done annually, this survey provides information
on demographics, community development,
transportation and others. Useful as an
assessment template.

http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/index.cfm?
c=49566&a=270760

Climate Change Communication:

Researchers at George Mason University explore
ways to engage the public using social science
research methods.

http://www.climatechangecommunication.org/index.

cfm

NW Earth Institute:

Offers course guides to facilitate discussion around
caring for the earth.

http://nwei.org/

Office of Neighborhood Involvement:

Find out what resources are available to your
neighborhood through the city.

http://www.portlandonline.com/oni/index.cfm?c=25
967

Neighbors West-Northwest

Waorking with your neighborhood to start something
new? Contact us for support: 503 823-4288,
coalition@nwnw.org, WwWw.nwnw.org



http://nwei.org/
http://www.portlandonline.com/oni/index.cfm?c=25967
http://www.portlandonline.com/oni/index.cfm?c=25967
http://www.southeastuplift.org/files/sustainability%20.pdf
http://www.southeastuplift.org/files/sustainability%20.pdf
http://www.pdxinstitute.org/images/stories/ecodistrictsframework_march2010.pdf
http://www.pdxinstitute.org/images/stories/ecodistrictsframework_march2010.pdf
http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/index.cfm?c=49566&a=270760
http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/index.cfm?c=49566&a=270760

